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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I, consisting of claims 1-16, 23, 
and 28-43 in the reply filed on 28 February 2005 is acknowledged. The traversal is on 
the ground(s) that first, claims 24-27 of group II are drawn to query processing 
(searching), as are the claims of group I, not simply to a database schema or data 
structure as the Examiner alleges. Second, the Examiner contends that (i) the claims of 
group II are classified in class 707, subclass 100, and (ii) the claims of group III are 
classified in class 707, subclass 102. Since subclass 102 falls under subclass 100 in 
class 707, the Examiner would have to search both 100 and 102 for the claims of group 
III. Finally, even if the Examiner properly grouped the claims, he did not show that the 
claims of groups II and III are distinct. 

The Examiner disagrees. This is not found persuasive because Group I contains 
independent claims 1, 23, and 28. Independent claims 1 and 28 declare the accepting 
and processing of search queries and independent claim 23, declares a search engine. 
These claims clearly fall in class 707, subclass 3 drawn to query processing (i.e., 
searching). On the other hand, Group II contains independent claim 24, which defines a 
storage facility containing advertisement information including ads and a searchable 
data structure including advertiser Web page information. Independent claim 24 clearly 
falls in class 707, subclass 100 drawn to database schema or data structure. Group 3 
contains independent claims 17 and 44. These claims define the building of a 
searchable data structure using the retrieved advertiser Web page information. 



Application/Control Number: 10/614,736 
Art Unit: 2167 



Page 3 



Independent claims 17 and 44 clearly fall in class 707, subclass 102 drawn to 
generating database or data structure. Finally, the patent application contains diverse 
independent claims, which would be classified separately under subclasses 3, 100, and 
102 of patent class 707. The diverse nature of these claims would place an undue 
burden on the Examiner. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

2. This application contains claims 17-22, 24-27, and 44-49 drawn to an 
invention nonelected with traverse in the communication filed on 28 February 2005. A 
complete reply to the final rejection must include cancellation of nonelected claims or 
other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 821.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 , 6-8, 10-16, 23, 28, 33-35, and 37-43 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Guheen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,519,591). 

5. Guheen anticipates independent claim 1 by the following: 
"...accepting a search query..." at col. 238, lines 60-62. 
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"...searching a searchable data structure..." at col. 54, lines 66-67, col. 55, lines 1-3, 
and col. 30, lines 55-59. 

"...including advertiser Web page information..." at col. 189, lines 28-31 and col. 207, 
lines 44-45. 

"...accepting search results..." at col. 192, lines 43-45 and col. 260, line 6. 
"...retrieving at least one advertisement..." at col. 193, lines 65-67, col. 194, lines 1-15, 
and col. 189, lines 28-31. 

"...using at least a portion of the accepted search results..." at col. 215, lines 40-44, col. 
192, lines 43-45, and col. 260, line 6. 

6. As per independent claim 23, the "...query processor...," is taught by 
Guheen at col. 79, lines 54-56, 

the "...first index including information derived from Web pages of the World Wide 
Web...," is taught by Guheen at col. 80, lines 18-21, col. 175, lines 27-36, col. 207, lines 
44-55, and 182, lines 12-14, 

and the "...second index including information derived exclusively from Web pages of 
advertisers...," is taught by Guheen at col. 80, lines 18-21 , col. 207, lines 44-55, and 
col. 189, lines 28-31. 

7. As per independent claim 28, the "... input for accepting a search query. . . ," 
is taught by Guheen at col. 30, lines 31-32 and col. 238, lines 60-62, 

the "...means for searching a searchable data structure...," is taught by Guheen at col. 
54, lines 66-67, col. 55, lines 1-3, and col. 30, lines 55-59, 
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the "...including advertiser Web page information...," is taught by Guheen at col. 189, 
lines 28-31 and col. 207, lines 44-45, 

the "...to generate search results...," is taught by Guheen at col. 249, lines 64-67, col. 
250, lines 1-2, and col. 260, line 6, 

the "...means for retrieving at least one advertisement...," is taught by Guheen at col. 
193, lines 65-67, col. 194, lines 1-15, and col. 189, lines 28-31, 
and the "...using at least a portion of the accepted search results...," is taught by 
Guheen at col. 215, lines 40-44, col. 192, lines 43-45, and col. 260, line 6. 

8. As per claims 6 and 33, the "...at least one advertisement is retrieved...," 
is taught by Guheen at col. 189, lines 28-31, col. 193, lines 65-67, and col. 194, lines 1- 
15, 

the "...from a set of advertiser information...," is taught by Guheen at col. 177, lines 61- 
62 and col. 189, lines 28-31, 

the "...set of advertiser information...," is taught by Guheen at col. 177, lines 61-62 and 
col. 189, lines 28-31, 

the "...including information identifying advertiser Web pages...," is taught by Guheen at 
col. 31, lines 16-18, col. 177, lines 61-62, and col. 207, lines 44-45, 
the "...and wherein the searchable data structure...," is taught by Guheen at col. 54, 
lines 66-67, col. 55, lines 1-3, and col. 30, lines 55-59, 

the "...including advertiser Web page information...," is taught by Guheen at col. 177, 
lines 61-32 and col. 207, lines 44-45, 
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the "...includes information extracted exclusively...," is taught by Guheen at col. 117, 
lines 22-24 and col. 203, lines 26-31 , 

and the "...from the identified advertiser Web pages...," is taught by Guheen at col. 31, 
lines 16-18, col. 177, lines 61-62, and col. 207, lines 44-45. 

9. As per claims 7 and 34, the "... each of the search results have a score. . . ," 
is taught by Guheen at col. 260, line 6 and col. 221 , lines 48-51 . 

10. As per claims 8 and 35, the "...scoring, using at least the search result 
scores...," is taught by Guheen at col. 221, lines 48-49 and col. 260, lines 6 

and the "...at least some of the retrieved at least one advertisement...," is taught by 
Guheen at col. 193, lines 65-67, col. 194, lines 1-15, and col. 189, lines 28-31. 

11. As per claims 10 and 37, the "...searchable data structure includes 
entries...," is taught by Guheen at col. 54, lines 66-67, col. 55, lines 1-3, col. 30, lines 
16-18, and col. 195, line 22, 

the "...each entry including a term...," is taught by Guheen at col. 195, line 22 and col. 
168, lines 7-10, 

the "...and one or more Web page identifiers...," is taught by Guheen at col. 207, lines 
44-45 and col. 1 3, lines 1 6-1 8, 

the "...and wherein the act of retrieving at least one advertisement...," is taught by 
Guheen at col. 193, lines 65-67, col. 194, lines 1-15, and col. 189, lines 28-31, 
the "...using at least a portion of the accepted search results...," is taught by Guheen at 
col. 215, lines 40-44, col. 192, lines 43-45, and col. 260, line 6, 
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and the "...uses Web page identifiers included in the search results...," is taught by 
Guheen at col. 207, lines 44-45, col. 13, lines 16-18, and col. 260, line 6. 

1 2. As per claims 1 1 and 38, the ". . .Web page identifiers. . . is taught by 
Guheen at col. 207, lines 44-45 and col. 13, lines 16-18 

and the "...are used as lookup keys to a database of advertisement information...," is 
taught by Guheen at col. 96, lines 41-44, col. 97, lines 15-16, and col. 189, lines 28-31. 

13. As per claims 12 and 39, the "...at least one advertisement is not one of 
the accepted search results...," is taught by Guheen at col. 189, lines 28-31, col. 86, 
lines 55-56, and col. 206, line 6. 

For claims 12 and 39, the term "rejected" is used to suggest the term "not accepted". 

14. As per claims 13 and 40, the "...act of retrieving at least one 
advertisement...," is taught by Guheen at col. 193, lines 65-67, col. 194, lines 1-15, and 
col. 189, lines 28-31, 

the "...is performed without consideration...," is taught by Guheen at col. 227, lines 3-5, 
and the "...of expressly entered targeting information.,..," is taught by Guheen at col. 59, 
lines 38-40 and col. 11, lines 51-57. 

15. As per claims 14 and 41, the "...act of retrieving at least one 
advertisement...," is taught by Guheen at col. 193, lines 65-67, col. 194, lines 1-15, and 
col. 189, lines 28-31, 

the "...is performed without consideration...," is taught by Guheen at col. 227, lines 3-5, 
and the "...of keyword targeting information...," is taught by Guheen at col. 180, lines 
33-35 and col. 1 1 , lines 51-57. 



Application/Control Number: 10/614,736 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2167 

16. As per claims 15 and 42, the "...generating a document...," is taught by 
Guheen at col. 284, lines 4-40, 

the "...including (1) search results determined using the search query...," is taught by 
Guheen at col. 260, line 6 and col. 79, lines 54-56, 

the "...and a second searchable data structure...," is taught by Guheen at col. 54, lines 
66-67, col. 55, lines 1-3, and col. 30, lines 55-59, 

and the "...and (2) the at least one advertisement...," is taught by Guheen at col. 189, 
lines 28-31 . 

17. As per claims 16 and 43, the "...format of each of the search results...," is 
taught by Guheen at col. 1 77, lines 1 0-1 3 and col. 260, line 6 

and the "... is different from a format of each of the at least one advertisement. . . ," is 
taught by Guheen at col. 70, lines 3-6 and col. 189, lines 28-31 . 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

19. Claims 2-5 and 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Guheen as applied to the claims above, and further in view of Li 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,480,843). 

As per claims 2 and 29, the "...searchable data structure...," is taught by Guheen 
at col. 54, lines 66-67, col. 55, lines 1-3, and col. 30, lines 55-59, 
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but the "...is an inverted index...," is not taught by Guheen. 

However, Li teaches the use of inverted indexes as follows: 

"...The indices are illustrated in FIG. 2. Note that the table . in 
FIG. 2(b) is an inverted index of the table in FIG. 2(a). In 
FIG. 2, the indices are shown as tables for ease of 
explanation../' at col. 6, lines 30-34. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 

combine Li with Guheen to use inverted indexes in order to process queries more 

rapidly and gain acceptance from potential users. Guheen and Li have similar 

applications and use similar technologies. They teach the use of computers, the use of 

databases, the use of networks, the use of documents, the use of indexes, the use of 

documents, the use of queries, the use of the World Wide Web, the obtaining of search 

results, and the ranking of search results. Guheen provides queries, data structures, 

web pages, and advertisers and Li provides inverted indexes. 

20. As per claims 3 and 30, the "...inverted index includes entries... ," is taught 
by Li at col. 6, lines 30-34 and col. 7, lines 30-35, 

the "...each entry including a term...," is taught by Guheen at col. 195, line 22 and col. 
168, lines 7-10, 

and the "... and one or more Web page identifiers. . . ," is taught by Guheen at col. 207, 
lines 44-45 and col. 13, lines 16-18. 

21. As per claims 4 and 31, the "...inverted index includes entries...," is taught 
by Li at col. 6, lines 30-34 and col. 7, lines 30-35, 

the "...each entry including a term and one or more pairs...," is taught by Guheen at col. 
195, line 22, col. 168, lines 7-10, and col. 182, lines 4-11, 
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the "...each pair including a Web page identifier...," is taught by Guheen at col. 182, 
lines 4-11, col. 207, lines 44-45 and col. 13, lines 16-18, 

and the "...and a term count...," is taught by Li at col. 6, lines 65-67 and col. 12, line 13. 

22. As per claims 5 and 31, the "...inverted index includes entries...," is taught 
by Li at col. 6, lines 30-34 and col. 7, lines 30-35, 

the "...each entry including a term...," is taught by Guheen at col. 195, line 22 and col. 
168, lines 7-10, 

the "...extracted from advertiser Web pages...," is taught by Guheen at col. 117, lines 
22-24, col. 117, lines 61-62, and col. 207, lines 44-45, 

the "...and one or more Web page identifiers...," is taught by Guheen at col. 207, lines 
44-45 and col. 31, lines 16-18, 

the "...that identifier advertiser Web page...," is taught by Guheen at col. 31, lines 16- 
18, col. 117, lines 61-35, and col. 207, lines 44-45, 

and the "...in which the term appears...," is taught by Guheen at col. 168, lines 7-10. 

23. Claims 9 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Guheen as applied to claims 7 and 34 above respectively, and 
further in view of Peckover (U.S. Patent No. 6,1 19,101). 

As per claims 9 and 26, the "...scoring, using at least the search result scores...," 
is taught by Guheen at col. 221 , lines 48-51 and col. 260, line 6, 
the "...advertiser quality information...," is taught by Guheen at col. 189, lines 37-40 and 
col. 191, lines 51-53, 

the "...and user information...," is taught by Guheen at col. 192, lines 63-64, 
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the "...at least some of the retrieved at least one advertisement...," is taught by Guheen 
at col. 193, lines 65-67, col. 194, lines 1-15, and col. 189, lines 28-31 , 
but the "...and further using at least one of ad performance information...," 
and the "...ad price information...," is not taught by Guheen. 

However Peckover teaches the use of ad performance information and ad price 
information as follows: 

"...The Ad is (during its effective datetime) available to be 
matched by consumers' Decision Agents 14 performing decision 
searches../' at col. 38, lines 28-30. 

"...A Price component 202 states the price at which the product is 
offered (for selling) or requested (for buying) . Price 202 may 
also be a price range, especially for buy ads.../ 7 at col. 27, 
lines 13-15. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Peckover with Guheen to use ad performance information in order to 
determine the effectiveness of the ads and provide feedback to potential advertisers. 
Likewise, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention 
to combine Peckover with Guheen to provide ad price information in order to allow 
potential customers to obtain information on the cost of products for sale and gain better 
acceptance from potential customers for the use of the system. Guheen and Peckover 
have similar applications and use similar technologies. They teach the use of 
computers, the use of databases, the use of networks, the use of documents, the use of 
indexes, the use of documents, the use of queries, the use of the World Wide Web, the 
use of web pages, the use of advertisers, the obtaining of search results, and the 
ranking of search results. Guheen provides queries, data structures, web pages, and 
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advertisers and Peckover provides ad performance information and ad price 



information. 



Conclusion 



24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Harold E. Dodds, Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571)-272-4110. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 - 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571)-272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Harold E. Dodds, Jr. 
Patent Examiner 
March 31, 2005 



